4. HISTORICAL BALLROOM  DANCES FROM THE FIRST EXISTING DOCUMENTS TO THE END OF THE 19th CENTURY – with special attention to the dance-genres used in the classical music.

duration: 12 hours
difficulty level: professional
Among the pieces of classical instrumental literature, there are also dances. We play a lot of dances, more that we think. We can find them in the form of separate pieces, suites, and as parts of the cyclic works.  

Except of the dances composed regularly, we can meet also:
- stylized dances
- pieces bearing general or fantasy-like title, but – contrary to the title – are composed on the model of a concrete dance
- pieces bearing title of a dance, but – their content is NOT compatible with the title,
- and – there are also such pieces, in which dance moments were woven by the composer only as if “by accident”.


Some of the dances will be mentioned only marginally, the others more carefully – according to their importance in classical music. The special attention is given to informations important for musicians-instrumentalists. More than 40 dance-genres used in the baroque-classical-romantic music will be mentioned. Briefly mentioning the Middle Ages, I will start from Renaissance (I have to rely on them by the subsequent ages’ dances), and finish at the turn of the 19th and 20th century.

Besides the short theory and history of dances, I show shortly – as a curiosity – dance notation modes (a kind of “music sheets” for dancers), current fashion trends, mention some important moments of the dance history, and present significant quantity of audio and video materials – both dances and music (about 50% of lecture time duration).

As the ending – by summarizing dances in the chains, by grouping them according to some problematic topics, I endeavour to give theoretical and methodological help for consciously playing-teaching dance-inspired works.

The following dances form the subject of the lecture:

Renaissance:    Branle, Pavane, Passamezzo, Gagliarda, Saltarello, Tourdion, Romanesca, Volta, Moresca, Piva, 
Baroque:    Ländler, Allemande, Courante, Sarabanda, Gigue, Canarie, Forlana, Siciliano, Pastorale, Musette, Hornpipe, Loure, Gavotte, Bourrée, Rigaudon, Menuett, Passepied, Passacaglia, Folia, Chaconne
Romanticism:    Bolero, Tarantella, Ecossais, Quadrille, Első magyar körtánc, Díszmagyar, Palotás (Hungarian ballroom dances), Polonaise, ball-salon dance Mazurka (not to be confused with Chopin’s Mazurkas !!! ), Polka, Gallop, Waltz, Viennese Waltz.
